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W
atchmaking, as everyone in 
the trade knows, is an art, 
but the majority of this me-
ticulous and beautiful work 
is done behind closed doors, 

away from the eyes of watch owners. 
This, according to Christian Dannemann, 
is a crime, and his blog Watchguy.co.uk 
sets about to expose the magic behind 
the method. 

Dannemann, who is originally from Germany 
but now lives and works in Gloucestershire,  
is not a professional watchmaker, or at least 
wasn’t until his blog took off. He describes him-
self as a “master of trades” and is in fact trained 
as a car mechanic and makes his living from 
running a software company, which is still his 
“bread and butter”.

Watches was always a passion and he 
says he has been “tinkering with watches and 
clocks as a hobby for a couple of decades”.  A 
year and a half ago, Dannemann, who is now 

51, decided to up the ante with his favourite 
hobby and started taking tuition from master 
watchmaker George Clegg in Gloucester, a 
man in his 70s who has 60 years in the watch 
business. “He knows everything there is,” says 
Dannemann of his teacher. 

The creation of Watchguy.co.uk was a blend 
of Dannemann’s knowledge of software and 
watches. “My main grumble with watchmak-
ing is that they take your watch, a few months 
later you get it back, and you don’t really know 
what happened to it,” he says. “I thought that 
the transparency that the internet brings would 
make for a better experience, and it’s worked. 
I have customers from all over the world.”

Watchguy.co.uk gets an average of 400 visi-
tors a day, and those readers are fully engaged; 
the website is littered with comments and dis-
cussions and praise.  

Customers come from as far away as 
Australia and Hong Kong and Dannemann 
believes this is because he can offer them what 
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 “From what you can see fom the 
outside, this doesn’t look too promising 
– you can already see fl akes of rust on 
the dial.”

                     
                 “Dirt and rust everywhere.”

“The winding stem is so rusty that it 
just breaks off , but I’m lucky and I can 
unscrew the broken bit from the crown. 
I would have expected a split stem on 
a solid case back construction like this, 
but there isn’t one.”

                 “This does not bode well.”

“Someone has re-glued the dial markers 
– this does not look like a professional 
job. I will leave the dial as it is, though, as 
it’s not too bad, and part of the history of 
this watch.”

“Help comes in the form of an eBay fi nd 
from Switzerland, which is in very good 
shape. A lot cheaper than trying to fi nd 
all the parts necessary to restore the 
old movement.”

“I take the donor movement apart, and all 
is looking well.”

“Reassembly starts with the mainspring 
and barrel, and I put some braking grease 
on the walls of the barrel.”

no other watch repairer will – an ex-
perience. “It’s that transparency,” he 
says. “Watch repair as a skill is trans-
ferrable but nobody else is doing 
this. There is one guy in Canada who 
sends his customers a detailed photo 
log of what he does on a USB stick 
but he doesn’t publish it.”

Dannemann works with a variety 
of watches including models origi-
nally made by Patek Philippe, Rolex 
and Omega, and says he can turn his 
hand to pretty much anything and 
even does some work on counterfeit 

watches. One of his latest projects, 
which will of course be faithfully 
documented on his blog, is to de-
construct one ETA and two Chinese 
movements and decide which of the 
three is the best. 

The winning movement will then 
be used for the annual project watch 
created by members of horology 
forum Watchesuseek, which signifi es 
a major acceptance of Dannemann 
by some very serious watch fans. 

When one of the WatchPro team 
came by a very battered 1960s Ze-
nith Respirator Kennedy calibre 
2542PC, Dannemann fl exed his fi n-
gers and readied his camera to show 
us what he could do. Follow his magi-
cal restoration over these pages, click 
by click. 

“I thought the transparency 

the internet brings 

would make for a better 

experience and it’s worked” 

“The case and case back 
are solid 9ct gold, and 
weigh over 27 grams. The 
heaviest gold case I have 
so far encountered.”

“The movement is beyond 
economical repair.”
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“I put some mainspring grease on the 
spring, put the barrel arbor in and close 
the barrel.”

                    

“With the pallet fork in, and everything 
oiled, I can lift the balance in.”

“The movement starts beating already, and 
I push the balance cock into place. Now I 
can secure the balance cock with its screw.” 

“Happily beating. With the mainspring 
barely wound, this is looking good.”

“I turn the movement around, and start 
reassembly of the bottom plate.”

“Now it’s time to clean the case. I put it into 
the ultrasonic cleaner fi rst, and it comes 
out a lot cleaner already. With a bit of 
careful polishing, I get back to a nice fi nish. 
I don’t want to do a complete polish here 
and take out all the scratches, for example, 
as that takes off  quite a bit of material. You 
can always polish, but you can’t un-polish.”

“The dial shows its age. Again, you can 
always decide on a dial restoration later, 
but you can’t un-restore. So I always err 
on the side of leaving things as they are. I 
could have gone the whole hog here – with 
dial restoration, a full case polish, re-
luming hands, etc. Firstly, there is a budget 
to consider, and, secondly, conservation. 
What I did to this watch doesn’t leave any 
permanent traces, the watch is pretty 
much as it was before, just working and 
clean. At a later stage, more work can be 
done, and the watch can still be returned 
to nearly-new state. But once that’s done, 
there is no way back.”

“The cap jewels get a tiny 
drop of Moebius 9010.”

“Now I put the gear 
train back in.”

“I oil the escapement by putting 
a tiny drop of oil on the side 
surface of the exit pallet stone. By 
moving the pallet fork, the oil is 
now transferred onto the escape 
wheel teeth.”

“I put in the bridge for the auto 
winder. Now the wheels for 
the auto winder are put into 
place. And the bridge holding 
the wheels of the auto winder 
is placed on top.”

“Bottom plate complete.”

“The dial and hands are on, 
and I’m ready for casing.”

“The crystal has scratches, and 
needs polishing. I start with a 
240 abrasive paper, and then 
work my way up. That looks a 
lot better.”


